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Melbourne Softball Association Inc. 

 

SMOKE VAPOR FREE POLICY 
 

 
 
Rationale 
The Melbourne Softball Association Inc. (the Association) recognises that 
Environmental Tobacco Smoke (ETS) is hazardous to health and that non-
smoking/vaping Association members and visitors have the right to be protected from 
exposure to tobacco smoke. 
 
Accordingly, the Association has developed the following policy to apply to all 
Association Facilities, Playing Fields, Functions, Meetings and Activities.  This policy 
applies to all members, administrators, officials, coaches, umpires, players and visitors 
of the Association when representing the Association or attending any Association 
facilities, meetings, clinics, playing fields, functions or events. 
 
The Association supports Softball Australia with its endeavours of promoting a 
smoke/vapor free environment throughout the softball community.  The Association 
also supports the tobacco related reforms of the Victorian and Australian 
governments.  
 
 
Facilities 
 
All Association facilities shall be 100% smoke/vaping free and shall include:- 

• the social rooms inclusive of kitchen, meeting room, office and storage areas 

• change rooms, showers and toilets. 
 
Smoking/vaping shall not be permitted on any playing fields, at Fawkner Park. (Playing 
fields shall be the diamond, bench area and immediate surroundings).  2022-2025 
Official Playing Rules and Case Book, Point of Emphasis ‘Dug Out Conduct’ 
 
Smoking is also prohibited within 10 metres of outdoor public children’s playground 
equipment, skate parks and sporting venues during organised underage sporting 
events as directed by Victorian Governments reform ‘Smoke-free children's recreational 
areas’. 
  
A designated smoking/vaping area shall be located on the southern patio.  
Smoking/vaping shall not be permitted on the eastern entrance or on any of the 
concrete surrounds of the Association rooms. 
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Ashtrays shall be removed from all club facilities. 
 
Cigarette butt bins shall be supplied at doorway entrances, for smokers to dispose of 
cigarettes before entering smoke free areas. 
 
Cigarettes shall not be sold (including from vending machines) at any time at or by the 
Association. 
 
Functions 
 
All Association functions including social and fund-raising events and meetings are to 
be completely smoke/vapour-free: 
 

• ashtrays shall not be placed in any Association facilities 

• cigarette butt bins shall be provided at outdoor locations for smokers to 
dispose of cigarette butts before entering/ re-entering smoke/vapor-free areas 
at Association facilities 

 
All Association functions held away from the Association facilities are to be completely 
smoke/vapor-free and shall require an assurance from the venue management of 
compliance with the Association policy before a booking is confirmed by: 
 

• removing all ashtrays from venue where function is to be held 

• enforcing a smoke/vapor-free policy during the function 

• not selling cigarettes or vapors (including vending machines) at any time during 
the function. 

 
Invitations and advertising for all functions, meetings and events shall be promoted as 
smoke/vapor-free. 
 
 
Participants at Fawkner Park 
 
Participants in any event hosted by the Association should endeavour not to 
smoke/vapor 
 
Association staff and elected/appointed officials are to refrain from smoking/vaping 
whilst acting in an official capacity. 
 
 
Melbourne Softball Association Representatives 
 
Association representative coaches, trainers and team officials shall remain 
smoke/vapor free whilst acting in an official capacity 
 
Association representative players shall refrain from smoking/vaping whilst wearing 
any part of the official uniform. 
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Education / Promotion 
 
The Association shall promote the smoke/vapor-free policy regularly by: 
 

• publishing a copy of the policy on the Association web site and in printed 
member/club information  

• displaying a copy of the policy in the club rooms 

• periodic announcements to members at events/functions 
 
The Association recognises the importance of educating association members, 
particularly players and the benefits of implementing a smoke/vapor-free policy and 
shall endeavour to provide information to assist this process. 
 
The Association shall actively participate in the Australian Drug Foundation Good 
Sports program with an ongoing priority to maintain accreditation. 
 
 
Non-compliance: 
 
All Association Officials shall enforce the Smoke Free Policy. 
Non-compliance with the policy shall be handled according to the following process: 
 
1. Explanation of the Association policy on smoking/vaping to offender, including 

the identification of areas in which smoking is allowed. 
 
2. In the case of continued non-compliance with the policy, Association officials 

shall use their discretion as to the steps to be taken, which may include asking 
the person to leave the playing field or premises. 

 
3. With the exception, on the playing field, the umpires shall enforce the 2022-

2025 Official Playing Rules and Case Book, Point of Emphasis ’Dug Out 
Conduct’. 

 
 
Policy Review 
 
This policy shall be reviewed annually to ensure it remains relevant to Association 
operations and reflects community expectations and legal requirements.  
 
 
 
 
Adopted 07/02 
Reviewed 05/19 
Reviewed 04/21 to include vaping 
Reviewed 04/23 
 
 


